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Rev. Dr. Jerry Daniel

ARISE, SHINE

Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you!

It is the will of God that all His children rise to a greater height in all areas

of life in this year 2018 and show forth His purpose and glory in order to attract

others to the kingdom.

Natural sleep refreshes and re-energizes us. But the spiritual sleep is

dangerous. The blessings of God have slipped right past the children of God

since they were spiritually asleep. Apostle Paul warms us when he says,

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober” (I

Thess. 5:6). Let us wake up from the following conditions and shine for the

Lord!

Samson was called by God. He was expected to live a separated life. But

he led an indulgent and immoral life. The Bible says he was sleeping in the lap

of Delilah. Satan knew Samson's weakness and drew him away from the Lord.

Somebody said that Samson was a he-man with she-weakness. As a result of

his sleeping, he lost his his , his and the

of God (Judges 16:16-20). What is your weakness? May be it's the love of

money, the lust of the flesh, the love of pleasure etc. Satan would have lulled

you to sleep with his nice attractions of this world and stolen your joy and

usefulness. The Lord says, “Arise… shake off all the sinful habits and evil

associations from your life” (Isaiah 52:2). Every revival in the Scripture

contains an intense and intentional turning back to God. It involves

brokenness, contrition, confession, repentance, etc. (Ps. 51:17; 34:18; Pro.

28:13; 1 John 1:9). Eternity of happiness and blessing awaits you if you wake

up!

Jonah was commissioned by God to give a warning to the people of

Nineveh. But he boarded a ship to go to Tarshish. And he slept in the ship in

total indifference to the will of God and the call of God (Jonah 1:4-5). Jonah

didn't care about the lost, like God did. How many of us do the same thing?

We're satisfied with our own salvation. We've become like Jonah. We do not

Isaiah 60:1

strength, sight standing sweet presence

The hour has come for you to arise from your slumber (Rom. 13:11).

� Wake up from INDULGENCE

Wake up from INDIFFERENCE�

ARISE
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have the heart to pray for the lost and win the lost. It's time we woke out of our

sleep and see the world as the Lord sees! Millions are waiting to be saved if

only you go and preach the gospel. The Bible says, 'He who sleeps during

harvest is a disgraceful son (Pro. 10:5). Shake off your apathy and arise for

God! Be sensitive to the hurting world. Let the things that break the heart of

God break you also! Have concern for perishing souls. If we don't arise, we

lose precious souls. But if arise from our spiritual indifference, Lord will surely

help us to make a difference in the lives of the people around us this year.

The disciples were invited by Jesus to pray with Him. On the Mount of

Transfiguration, Peter and his companions were very sleepy (Luke 9:32). They

almost missed out on seeing the glory of the Lord! In the Garden of

Gethsemane, Jesus found his disciples sleeping when he rose up from prayer

(Luke 22:45). He asked them, 'why are you sleeping? (22:46). Many a time we

allow the spiritual lethargy and laziness to get into our lives. Prayer is no longer

a vital part of your life. It's just something you do occasionally. Hunger and

thirst for God is not there. We don't enjoy spiritual gatherings and fellowships.

We never sense God's presence in our life. All these reveal that we are

spiritually lazy and our soul is starving and dying. Arise from the spiritual

lethargy. The Bible says, 'Wake up, Sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will

shine on you' (Eph. 5:14).

Isaiah 60:2 says that darkness covers the entire earth. There is a lot of

darkness in the world today- morally, spiritually, financially, emotionally. In

this context, the Lord is asking us to shine the light. We must do the following

in order to shine the light.

Before any object can shine there must be a source of reflection of light

to that object. In other words, it is reflected light that makes things sparkle and

shine. Isaiah 60:1 says, 'Your light has come'. Jesus Christ is the light of the

world (John 8:12; 9:5) and He declares “Without me you can do nothing”

(John 15: 5). In order to shine, you must be connected with Jesus Christ from

which you can obtain the light that will make you shine.

The word of God has all the divine rays of light that can make you shine.

His word is the light (Pro. 6:23; Ps. 119:105). By declaring that the “the
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Wake up from INDOLENCE

CONNECT with Christ

CONSUME God's word

SHINE
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entrance of your words gives light” (Ps. 119:130a), the psalmist knew that if he

could get the word of God into his system, he would shine. Prophet Jeremiah

valued the word of God so much that he searched for it and made it part of his

diet (Jer. 15:16): “When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my

heart's delight.” When we create an affinity for the word of God to the point

that it becomes indispensable to us as food is to continuous living, we will

shine (Job 23:12; Matt. 4:4).

As a believer, your good work can make you shine if you follow the

counsel of Jesus in Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father in heaven”. While all

the good works that can advance God's kingdom agenda are important and

necessary, there is one that stands out in that it can make you shine. That is the

work of winning souls to God. Prophet Daniel points out that, “those who are

wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to

righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever” (Dan.12: 3).

Nations will come to your light: Isaiah 60:3 says, “Nations will come to

your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” What a wonderful

promise! There is no doubt about it; there is no “if” or “but”; it is a divine

guarantee. Both those who are ruled and those who rule will come. This

word “come” appears several times in this chapter. If we shine, people will

come; if they are not coming, perhaps we are not shining.

I will glorify the temple of my glory (60: 7)

All who despise you will bow at your feet (60:14)

I will make you the everlasting pride and the joy of all generations (60:15)

Violence will no longer be heard in our land and there will be no

destruction within our borders (60:18)

The Lord will be your everlasting light and your God will be your glory

(60:19)

The days of sorrow will come to an end (60:20)

The least of you will become a thousand and the smallest a mighty nation

(60:22)
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COMMIT to God's work

The LORD promises the following blessings in Isaiah chapter 60 when

we arise and shine.

�

BLESSINGS
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The following list of questions will help us as we consider how this year

can be different from last year.

What's one thing you can do this year to increase your enjoyment of

God?

What's the most humanly impossible thing you will ask God to do

this year?

What's the single most important thing you could do to improve the

quality of your family life this year?

In what spiritual discipline do you most want to make progress this

year, and what will you do about it?

What's the most important way you will, by God's grace, try to make

this year different from last year?

What one thing could you do to improve your prayer life this year?

What single thing that you plan to do this year will matter most in 10

years? In eternity?

What's one thing you could do this year to enrich the spiritual legacy

you will leave to your children and grandchildren?

What single blessing from God do you want to seek most earnestly

this year?

In what one area of your life do you most need to change, and what

will you do about it this year?
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Make a Difference in the New Year

God expects us to walk in His ways and serve Him every day. If

we joyfully fulfil the following duties, we will be daily Christians.

1. PRAYER (Acts 2:42; Ps. 86:3)

2. PONDERING of God's Word (Acts 2:47; 17:11; Ps, 1:1-2)

3. PRAISE (Psalm 72:15)

4. PROCLAMATION (Acts 2:47; 5:42)

5. PURIFICATION (Numbers 29:6; Rom. 12:1; Luke 9:23)

Daily (24x7) Christian

Your decision today will change your destiny tomorrow
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Jesus said, 'Go into all world and preach the gospel to every creature' (Mark 16:15).

The early church took this commission very seriously and obeyed it very sincerely. The early

church was a growing church. They had an evangelistic zeal and passions for souls. The early

church grew rapidly and brought about a total change and transformation in the society. We

can do the same in our community when we follow their example.

When we read through the book of Acts we will be amazed to see the number of times

Luke comments on the growth and increase of the church. The early church was a growing

church. The language of growth in Acts can be grouped into two broad categories: The texts

that speak of the word of God increasing or spreading and the texts that speak of the number

of disciples increasing.

Read the following verses.

Acts 6:7 - And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became

obedient to the faith.

Acts 12:24 - But the word of God increased and multiplied.

Acts 13:49 - And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.

Acts 19:20 - So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.

Acts 2:41 - Those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that

day about three thousand souls.

Acts 2:47 - And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being

saved.

Acts 5:14 - And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both

men and women.

Acts 6:1 - Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number.

Acts 9:31 - So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace

and... multiplied.

Acts 11:24 -And a great many people were added to the Lord.

Acts 16:5 - So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in

numbers daily.

1. EXPONENTIAL INCREASE

The Word of God Increased

The Number of Converts and Disciples Increased
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1. EXPONENTIAL INCREASE

The Word of God Increased

The Number of Converts and Disciples Increased

GROWING CHURCH
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The Lord wants the church to grow. The church should never stop reaching out. Those
who know Christ can't be content just to attend their churches, feast on the word, and excuse
themselves from reaching others, thinking there are so many here already. Everything we learn
should make us more effective in winning others to Christ because evangelism is our mission!

The early church grew exponentially. But this did not happen without any reason. Let
us now see what made the early church grow rapidly.

In the early church `every' saved believer threw himself into the task of evangelism.
Not only the apostles, everyone who was scattered preached the gospel (Acts 8: 1,4). They
understood that the Great Commission is for all people (Matt. 28:18-20). God has placed this
responsibility of fulfilling the Great Commission upon every child of God. No Christian is free
from the obligation of sharing the gospel. Every Christian should every non-Christian. It must be
the total involvement of the church. Evangelism is not the duty of pastors and full-time workers
alone. It is the responsibility of every born-again child of God

Souls were added to the church `daily' (Acts 2:47). The early church was daily
ministering church. The Bible says, `day after day, they never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is Christ (Acts 5:42). The result was that the churches
grew daily in numbers (Acts 16:5). Always add a sentence to your morning prayer, `Lord, give
me a soul today.' Then look out for an opportunity. Daily witnessing by individuals leads to the
daily growth of the church and His kingdom.

The Bible says, `and they went out and preached “everywhere”' (Mark 16:20; Acts
8:4). Paul preached in the synagogue as well as in the market places day by day (Acts 17:17).
They had infiltrated, penetrated, and saturated their world with the message of Christ. We are
commanded to go into the streets, lanes, highways and hedges to the poor, maimed, lame and
the blind and compel them to come in (Luke 14: 21-23). Win souls in the bus, in the train,
schools, colleges, hospitals, offices – anywhere and everywhere!

Paul said that he became all things to all men that he might by all possible means save a
few (I Cor. 9:22). Adopt as many methods as possible to bring souls to Christ. Regularly pray
for the unsaved. Go for the prayer walk in your neighbourhood. Start distributing good tracts.
Always extend a broad smile and a warm hand-shake. Gather the neighbourhood children in
your house and teach them songs and bible stories. Invite friends to the church and gospel
meetings. Visit the sick and pray for them. Help anyone anywhere. Be a Good Samaritan (Luke
10:30-37). Be ready to spend some money (2 Cor. 12: 15). Somehow win some souls. Win the
lost at any cost. YOUR JOY ON EARTH AND YOUR REWARDS IN HEAVEN WILL BE GREAT!

2. ENTHUSIASTIC INVOLVEMENT

Every Christian

Every Day

Every Where

Every Way

Let us GROW AND GLOW for Jesus! God Bless You!

2. ENTHUSIASTIC INVOLVEMENT

Every Christian

Every Day

Every Where

Every Way
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Word of God – Psalm 119

The word of God is mentioned 138 times in the 119 Psalm. Here are

twenty of these:

1. We are to walk in God's law (119:1)

2. We are to keep His precepts (119:4, 9)

3. We are to hide it in our hearts (119:11)

4. We are to meditate upon it (119:15)

5. We are not to forget it (119:6)

1. He strengthens us by His Word (119:28)

2. He saves us by His Word (119:41)

3. He comforts us by His Word (119:50, 76)

4. He revives us by His Word (119:25)

5. He guides us by His Word (119: 105)

1. It is faithful (119:86)

2. It is settled (119:89)

3. It is sweet (119:103)

4. It is a lamp (119:105)

5. It is a light (119:105)

1. The Word of God is right (119:128)

2. The Word of God is precious (119:127)

3. The Word of God is wonderful (119:129)

4. The Word of God is pure and true (119:140, 160)

5. The Word of God is delightful (119:174)

These are just a few of the many references found in this great Psalm.

Next time you read Psalm 119, see how many others you can locate, and

write down what the Word of God means to you.

th

What is a child of God to do?

What will God do for us?

What is His Word like?

Why is God's Word enjoyable?
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1. Church members should be saved & sure of it (John 1:11- 13;
Eph. 2:8, 9; 1 John 5:13).

2. Church members should be baptized biblically
(Matthew 28:18-21).

3. Church members should attend their church faithfully (Acts 14:27;
Heb. 10:25).

4. Church members should be cooperative (Acts 2:46; 4:32).

5. Church members should be consistent (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

6. Church members should be students of the Bible
(2 Timothy 2:15).

7. Church members should pray for one another (Luke 18:1).
Praying for souls, unity, pastor, elders, care cell leaders,
Sunday school teachers, etc.

8. Church members should be givers (Malachi 3:7-11).

9. Church members should be spirit filled soul winners (Acts 1:8;
Eph.5:18; Gal. 5:22-25).

10. Church members should be committed to the ministries of the
church (1 Corinthians 15:58).

CHARACTERISTICS OF AN IDEAL CHURCH MEMBER

1. " Walked with God"
(Genesis 5 :24)

2. "Well done" (Matthew 25 :21)

3. "Full of good works" (Acts 9 : 36)

4. "He being dead yet speaks"
(Hebrews 11:4)

5. "Kept the faith" (2 Timothy 4:7)

6. "Man after my own heart"
(Acts 13 : 22)

1. "Betrayed him" (Matthew 26:25)

2. "Obeyed not the gospel"
(2 Thess.1 : 8)

3. "Made shipwreck of faith" (1
Timothy 1 : 19)

4. "Loved this present world" (2
Timothy 4 : 10)

5. "Sinned wilfully" (Hebrews 10:26)

6. "She repented not" (Rev. 2 : 21)

God wrote testimonies about many people

in the Bible - some good, some bad.

What kind of testimony will God give about you?

GOD'S TESTIMONY

Some Good Testimonies Some Bad Testimonies
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Kindly intimate us through email or sms immediately
after you have sent your offering through bank transfer so that

we can confirm the receipt of your offering.
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Your Offerings and Donations Can Be Sent to

Account Name: City Revival AG Church

Account Number: 35354599169

Bank Name: State Bank of India

IFSC Code: SBIN0000930

Branch Code & Address: 00930

Tiruchirappalli Main Branch,

7, MacDonalds Road, Cantonment, Trichy – 620 001
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City Revival A.G.Church
Wishes you all a

Prosperous & Christ - Centered
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Every Sunday @ 6.30 p.m

The Teachings of Jesus ChristTopic :
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GOALS FOR 2018 ���������������

100 - New Families
100 - Baptism
100 - Holy Spirit Baptism
1 - New Village Church
20 - New Leaders
15 - New Prayer Cells

100 -
100 -
100 -
1 -
20 -
15 -

:�%�>),&��9
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:�%�� &�>+��9

Sunday Services - ����A���3�9

I Tamil Service 7.00 am - 8.45 am
English Service 9.00 am - 10.45 am
II Tamil Service 11.00 am - 12.30 pm
Evening Service 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm
Children Service 7.30 am, 9.30 am
Youth Meeting 1st Sunday-11.00 am (Eng)

1st & 3rd Sunday-4.30 pm (Tamil)

��� �D'�A���3

A�	��A���3

EF,��D'�A���3

����A���3

;��/�A���3

Weekly Meetings - ��7���GH%��9

Magazine Subscription
Bi -Monthly : Rs.20/-
Yearly : Rs.100/-
Postage : Rs.25/- Extra

Send Your prayer requests
@

www.cityrevivalagchurch.org

Family Counselling Tuesday
10.30 am - 1.00 pm

Women's Prayer Thursday
10.30 am - 1.00 pm

Prayer Cells Wed/Thu
7.00 pm - 8.00 pm

Intercessory
Night Prayer 7.00 pm - 10.00 pm

Chain Prayer
6.00 a.m - 6.00 a.m

Early Morning 1st Day of the Month,
Communion Service

5.00 a.m - 6.30 a.m

-

-

-

-

-
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